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STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS

All cities/counties 

Update 8-10 years

Required elements

Land Use

Circulation

Open Space 

Conservation

Housing

Noise 

Safety

Internal consistency

If you revise one…revise the others



OPTIONAL ELEMENTS

Flexibility in state law to go “above and beyond” by adopting optional 
elements.

Agriculture - 56

Air Quality - 143

Bicycle - 73

Biological - 44

Climate Change/Global Warming - 7

Energy - 67

Environment - 57

Growth Management - 85

Sustainability – “x” Factor

Water Resources – 73



EXISTING GENERAL PLAN

Land Use - 1988

Circulation – 1964 

Open Space - 1972

Conservation - 1972

Noise - 1992

Housing - 2008

Safety - 1997



THE STORY OF THE GENERAL PLAN UPDATE-

Once Upon A Time in 2008

Land Use Element & Mobility Element & EIR

Because “Now” Was the Right Time (versus in 2006)

Air Quality Element
Climate Action Plan & Citywide GHG Inventory

All the While…

Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Element

To Get the Most of the City’s $$ 

Noise Element

Safety Element

What we won’t be touching – Housing Element (updated in 2008)



Climate Action Plan & GHG Inventory

ARB & UN Accords – 25% by 2030

GHG Inventory – 2007 Inventory
AB 32 – 2006 Adoption

Need to go a few years back for data grab

CAP / GHG Inventory is first step for-
Establishing progress – for yourself & against peers

Developing forecasts

Tailoring plans 

When you set a benchmark-
Everyone gets a little “burned”



Green Building

Transportation / Land  
Use Options

Local Food

Economic 
Opportunity

Alternative 
Energy & 
Energy 

Efficiency

Water 
Conservation

Waste 
Reduction / 

Recycling

SUSTAINABILITY IN THE

GENERAL PLAN



Sustainability 
in Land Use

Sustainability in 
Mobility

Sustainability in 
Housing

Sustainability 
in Open Space

Sustainability 
in 

Conservation

Sustainability 
in Safety

Sustainability 
in Noise

SUSTAINABILITY ELEMENT



What to Expect…

Right now –

Branding

Logos

Website / Facebook

Formatting with AECOM

Outreach 

Work

Draft Documents in late summer/fall

Public Review and Community Outreach – Fall 2010

Adoption – Early 2011



Your Role

Two Review Groups-

General Plan Draft Review-

Work in beginning September through 2011

Could be tasked to Land Use & Urban Design 
Subcommittee

Climate Action Plan Preparation / Review-

Work beginning immediately through 2011

Will be coming back to whole SBTF throughout the fall 
for updates on General Plan and Climate Action Plan


